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Capitalism and

y

Dope Selling is beyond a doubt one of the most profitable capitalist
undertakings. The profits from it soar into billions. Internationally and

domustlgaily the trade and distribution of heroin is B ultimately controlled

by the Cosa Nostra, the Mafia.” -

"There is a dlrﬁct relationship between legitimate and illegitimate

capltallstsn .
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Il Much of the profits amassed from the drug business is used to finance so

called legitimate businesses. These legitimate businessesthat are controlled
by the Mafia are also used to facilitate their drug smuggling activities.
g

Given the fact that organized crime is a business and an ever expanding one
t that, it is constantly seekkng new areas of investment to 1ncrease

Hence, more and more illegal profits arebeing channeled 1nto

Partnerships between the Mafia and '"reputable businessmen' are the order of

the day. There is a direct relationship between legitimate and illegitimate

capitalists,
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Given the predatory and voracious nature of the capitalist, it should come

as no surprise that so called legitimate businessmen are deeply involved

in the drug trade.
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Capitalists are motivated by an insatiable lust for profits. They will do
anythin for money. The activities of organized Crime and the "legitimate
capitalists" are so inextricably tied up, so thoroughly’

interwoven, that from our vantage point any distinction between them
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is purely a ¢c a d e m i c .
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UNODC Afghanistan Opium Survey 2013 Summary Findings

(excerpt) Reasons for Cultivating Opium:
_—h—-.._______‘-__

High Sale price of opium

High income from little land FEO%
L3% :
- To improve living condition ﬂ %

Poverty (Provision of basic food and shelter)

Experienced in poppy cultivation | 1°i%
< §1%
To pay off loans 70.3%
To cope up with high-_dd_mastic._expandilures | .1?5,/

Lack of Government control 10.4%

0.4%
0.3%
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High demand for opium !



¢ ium Preduction in Afghanistan
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thghanistan has been the greatest

—_— '
1llicit opium producer in the entire world.

Opium production in Afghanistan has been on the rise

since
UsSe occupation  gtarted in 2001.
caw 4
Based on UNODC data, there has been more opium poppy cultivation in each
of the past four growing seasons . than in any one year during Taliban
(2004-2007) ' rule.
This amounts to an export value of about 4 billion dollars,
_ with a gquarter
’
Y 4 % being earned by opium farmers,

and the rest going to distric officials,

insurgents, warlords, and drug traffickers.

Also, more land is now used for opium in Afghanistan than for Cocoa
cultivation in latin America. In 2007, 92% of the "non-pharmaceutical-grade"
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opiates on the world market originated 1in Afghanistan.




(Exerpt)

Vanity Economics by Simon F'an
ot e e o Ll

"Vanity by Possession" i1.. W It should be emphasized that possession

is a feeling, rather than ownership itself. (...)

People obtain vanity by possessing a spouse and children.
In fact, for most people, the vanity from this source is much more important
than the vanity obtained from possessing material goods such as cars and
houses." When there are fewer interactions between two individials, this phenomena

still takes place in form of ='vanity by affiliation-' )
(Paraphrasing)
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